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meningococcal and streptococcal infections. It contains some excellent
photography and superb clinical descriptions born of extensive experience
with rickettsial diseases, cutaneous diphtheria, leptospirosis, and malaria.
Proper tribute is paid to the success of mass medical efforts in World
War II, but the various authors acknowledge with a collective sigh of
relief the numerous instances in which they were aided by a fortuitous
turn in the infectious disease pattern. During the critical winter cam-
paign in Western Europe, the United States Army was spared a serious
epidemic of European influenza due to a break in its normal two-year
epidemic cycle. In Okinawa, during July 1945, an outbreak of the "dread
Japaneses brain disease" (Japanese B encephalitis), though extremely
demoralizing to the troops, was of far less tactical implication than it
might have been had it occurred three months earlier during the critical
invasion period.
The staggering statistical requirements of this volume have been met
throughout, but in some cases such statistics bear the weakness of inade-
quate field reporting and diagnostic facilities. It is noted that no fewer
than 28,000 cases of fever of unknown origin were reported in the Medi-
terranean Theater alone! The authors have been quite cognizant of this
problem and, in general, have been cautious in drawing conclusions from
such data.
The chapters on tuberculosis and malaria could have been more succinct,
and the venereal disease section, at times, sinks to the level of a recitative
of War Department Medical Bulletins. In spite of such minor faults,
these chapters also contribute useful information to a volume which will
prove valuable to World War II medical buffs, and particularly to students
of infectious disease at all levels.
WARD E. BULLOCK, JR.
THE RED CELL. By John W. Harris. Cambridge, Harvard Univ. Press,
1963. Published for the Commonwealth Fund. xix, 482 pp. $5.75.
This unique monograph is an outgrowth of course material presented to
second year medical students at Western Reserve University. In its
present form, it may well extend beyond the scope of such a course, but
the basic format serves the author well. Dr. Harris's dynamic approach
to the red cell and its abnormalities is a refreshing change from the
descriptive material found in classic hematology texts. The book spans
physiology and pathology from a biochemical discussion of heme synthesis
-and consequently porphyria and lead intoxication-to mechanisms of
cell destruction and the hemolytic anemias.
There is a concise discussion of recent progress in ferro- and erythro-
kinetics with well-chosen illustrations of the techniques involved and their
rational use in clinical situations. The section on erythropoietin is short,
but allows a clear perspective of what is understood about this illusive
regulator of erythrocyte production. It does seem unfortunate that hemo-
chromatosis and its bearing on iron absorption and transport are not
reviewed.
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No author could hope to cover this broad subject completely in a
relatively short monograph, but John W. Harris has written a valuable
textbook replete with current references-over 2,000 in all. Perhaps
more important, the book, available in an inexpensive paper-cover edition,
exposes the student and general physician to a dynamic and indeed
highly productive approach to the erythrocyte, both in normal and
abnormal conditions.
WILLIAM ROGOWAY
ON CANCER AND HORMONES: ESSAYS IN EXPERIMENTAL BIOLOGY.
Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1962. ix, 346 pp. $8.50.
The title of this collection of essays hardly does justice to the range of
topics brought together in honor of Professor Charles Huggins by his
friends. The names of the contributors are prominent, and each essay is
spared the constraint of style which has reduced so many collections to
a boring uniformity. The range of the subject matter is indicative of the
many problems evoked by neoplasia and the place of hormones in its
control. Justifiably, the prostate figures prominently in seven of the 28
papers. There are a number of articles presenting material of a general
import. As a counterweight, there are detailed clinical and laboratory
observations. A number of papers are concerned directly with the hormonal
control of clinical processes. Many articles serve as thoughtful reviews
of material which has been presented by the author elsewhere in a
stricter format.
Justice cannot be given here to each contribution, but such a book
appears particularly suitable for browsing and reflection. Thus, the
inclination of the reviewer tends towards the more general articles. There
are those which discuss therapy, experimental tumors, and the philosophy
of investigation, but of particular interest are those which attempt to
define patterns of biological organization.
Alexander Haddow's "Situs Inversus Viscerum in the Rat" is a mark
of the eclectic range of biological paradox which interests the investigator
in cancer research. It is a fascinating review of a dramatic circumstance
with obscure origins. "Stilbestrol's Questions" by Sir Charles Dodd points
up the ambiguities of molecular structure with respect to biological effect.
Similar problems in molecular organization are treated by H. Kalckar,
A. Lehninger, E. P. Kennedy, and others; less flexible in approach is the
article by Otto Warburg. Taken together, these papers reflect the short-
comings of our knowledge and the extent of our ignorance, in spite of
which we make our therapeutic decisions. If there is a general theme, it
is that we must not only observe and experiment, but also think.
THOMAS L. LINCOLN
Institute for Fluid Dynamics and Applied Mathematics,
University of Maryland.
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